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Abstract This paper describes the consolidated activities into The Sakai Foundation formed by the key research
institutions like University of Michigan, University of Indiana, Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Stanford
University as the recent movement in terms of I'T use for teaching and learning in North American higher educational
institutions, clarifying that (1) the collaborative activities among institutions, (2) open source and open business
collaboration with business affiliates, and (3) a strong initiative to direct several related projects by the Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation. In addition to the current status and future directions of Sakai, we discuss how Japanese
higher educational institutions, in special, key research institutions should react the movement to advance the IT
use for teaching and learning in each institution and in the national level.
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