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Query Free Interface for Passive Browsing of Regional Information
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Abstract The World Wide Web (WWW) is now widely used for searching information. However, the web search often
requires continuous user actions such as typing in search keywords or clicking hyperlinks. Thus the user load is greater tha
that of TV and radio. If web contents could be provided in a way that users can passively enjoy them, it is expected that more
people can use the Web for more purposes. For regional information, there already exists style where people enjoy passivel
watching scenery from a car or train window. Based on this idea, we created a query-free regional web browsing system SHA.
SOU, which means a train window. The system is based on a web meta search and a geographic information sytem (GIS
SHASOU automatically obtains web search result along a path which was drawn by the user on the map interface. SHASOL
can also import data from outside, such as GPS, enabling virtual re-experience of the real world motion. Cognitively signifi-
cant place names of the region extracted from the Web are used as implicit search queries. In order to evaluate SHASOU, w
have experimentally introduced it to an elementary school class and performed experiments.

Key words Query Free Browsing, GIS, Web Application, User Interface, Information Retrieval
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