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The future of IEICE Transactions aims to be a
truly international academic organization

The Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication
Engineers (IEICE) publishes Japanese and English journals from
the four existing societies, including the Electronics Society,
respectively, and the English magazine from the NOLTA Society.
ELEX and ComEX are breaking news magazines. NOLTA,
ELEX, and ComEX were online journals from the beginning, but
all existing journals have been discontinued in April 2014 and
are now online journals. Now this IEICE journal is at a tipping
point.

The impact factor of the IEICE English language journal,
including the Electronics Society, does not exceed 1. Of course,
English journals are strictly peer-reviewed, and there are quite a
few rejected papers. The quality of the published papers is
guaranteed, so they are not so-called vulture journals. However,
in reality, the impact factor is low, and it is becoming
increasingly difficult to attract attention not only from abroad but
also from Japan. Therefore, improving the impact factor is an
urgent issue for the continuation of the society.

This can be due to several factors. The first possibility is that
the read article may not be cited. Whether readers will cite in
future papers is somewhat stochastic. It is not desirable to
artificially control this probability, but it is inherently important
to increase the probability by ensuring the quality of the paper.
Therefore, we must not neglect our efforts to improve the quality
of published papers, but I think we have already made some
reasonable efforts.

The next possibility is that the article itself has not been read.
Even if excellent content is included in the paper, people may
not notice it. Invited papers from overseas celebrities are

sometimes invited to write special articles in English-language

journals. However, even if celebrities wrote excellent content, it
seems that the number of citations does not increase so much.

Many members of the Institute of Electronics, Information
and Communication Engineers (especially many members of the
Electronics Society) belong to IEEE. The IEEE provides all
content in English except for local chapter events. Therefore,
many members around the world have access to that information.
Most international conference papers and journal articles can be
searched with IEEE Xplorer, IEEE search system, so it seems
that many people search with IEEE Xplorer and use Google
Scholar as an auxiliary. It has been suggested that IEICE English
manuscripts should be published in IEEE Xplorer in order to
make the IEICE English manuscripts visible to more people. If
you can search for IEICE English papers with IEEE Xplorer, you
may certainly increase the possibility of reading. However, the
question arises where to look for motivation to post to IEICE
rather than IEEE.

At this point, it is sometimes said that information in Japanese
text, including Japanese journals, has significance to the IEICE.
In Japanese-language journals, where decreasing the number of
submissions is an issue, we hear that Japanese invited papers are
often read. In addition, it seems that the commentary articles
published in B-plus and Fundamentals Review, published by the
Communications Society and the Basic / Boundary Society,
respectively, are also often read. Providing the latest information
in Japanese has a certain level of support.

Considering these, no matter how wonderful the content of the
English language magazine of IEICE, there is doubt that even
Japanese people do not read much. What would happen if an
English journal was translated and read in Japanese? Given that
there is a certain amount of support for articles in Japanese-
language magazines and Japanese-language journals, it is likely
that Japanese translations will be more likely to be read.
Currently, machine translation is progressing, and if you put up
with some unnaturalness of terms, you can understand the
general meaning. The accuracy of this machine translation will
definitely improve in the future.

The biggest sale of the IEICE (for Japanese) is to distribute
the main content in Japanese. With the machine translations I
wrote earlier, I could translate this Japanese into Chinese,
Korean, and many other languages. Then, wouldn't we be able
to send more information to more people now? In IEICE's
journals, which are all online journals rather than print, it seems
that incorporating machine translation is rather easy. In the
coming era, machine learning will advance significantly. As the

largest common divisor that can be understood and used, the



official language of international societies has been English.
Nevertheless, given the freedom to exchange information in their
native language, the need for information to be provided in
Japanese will not disappear in Japan.

Shouldn't true international academic organizations in the
future aim to be free from the language used? I hope that if the
ability to freely select the language for writing, peer-reviewing,
and subscribing, information will become more barrier-free and
will further enrich society in the future. We hope that the Institute
of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers will

lead the way in such a truly international academic body.
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