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On the Situation of Woman Engineers in the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft as an specific

Show-Case for the Situation in Germany

ME

The talk will give a coarse overview of the situation of woman engineers in Germany in
general but will focus on the career path of woman in the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft. According to
several surveys the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft belongs to the top employers for female engineers in
Germany (rank 4 behind BMW, Siemens and DaimlerChrysler). The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft
undertakes applied research of direct utility to private and public enterprise and of wide benefit to
society. Its services are solicited by customers and contractual partners in industry, the service sector
and public administration. The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft maintains roughly 80 research units,

including 58 Fraunhofer Institutes, at over 40 different locations throughout Germany. A staff of



some 12,500, predominantly qualified scientists and engineers, works with an annual research
budget of over one billion euros. Of this sum, more than 900 million is generated through contract
research.

Finally, I will talk a bit about my own career within the German university, industry and

Fraunhofer landscape.
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Claudia Eckert studied computer science at the university of Bonn where she received her
Diploma degree. After that she worked at several universities in R&D and contract research projects.
She obtained her Dissertation in 1993 and her Habilitation in 1999 both from the Technical
University of Munich (germany). Since more than 10 years she is doing research and development in
the area of IT security, operating systems, distributed systems (middleware) as well as networks.
Currently, she is director of the Fraunhofer Institute for Secure Information Technology (SIT) in
Darmstadt (Germany) and professor for computer science at the Technical University of Darmstadt
where she holds the chair for IT-Security.

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft undertakes applied research of direct utility to private and
public enterprise and of wide benefit to society. Its services are solicited by customers and
contractual partners in industry, the service sector and public administration. The
Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft maintains roughly 80 research units, including 58 Fraunhofer Institutes, at
over 40 different locations throughout Germany. A staff of some 12,500, predominantly qualified
scientists and engineers, works with an annual research budget of over one billion euros. Of this sum,
more than ? 900 million is generated through contract research. Claudia Eckert is the first and until
now still only female director among these 58 Fraunhofer Institutes. In 2002 she founded the
Darmstadt Centre of Security to bundle security related research activities of the university and to
perform interdisciplinary R&D projects. Mrs. Eckert is member of several scientific and industrial

advisory boards and works in several program committees of scientific conferences.
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