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1.  Description
The Internet has made it easy for its users to access to a vast amount of information and to connect with people all over the world. But there are various kinds of barriers to effective information access and smooth communication. One of the most typical barriers is the foreign language. Seams between different kinds of media, such as speech and text, also decrease the efficiency of information access. Additionally, the handicapped and the aged are faced with much more barriers.

This symposium aims to bring together NLP researchers in Asia and to discuss how language barriers could be overcome with NLP.

The symposium will be held immediately succeeding the 1st International Joint Conference on Natural Language Processing (IJC-NLP-04),  and its official language will be English.
2.  Date and Place
March 25-26, 2004  in Hainan Island, China
( immediately succeeding the 1st International Joint Conference on Natural Language Processing (IJC-NLP-04)  )
3.  Topics of Interest
Papers are solicited on topics with a focus on NLP aimed at overcome of language barriers. In addition to completed work, work in progress and on-going projects are welcomed.

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to:

  * Cross-lingual Information Access and Communication

      Machine Translation

      Speech Translation

      Cross-lingual Information Retrieval / Question Answering

      Multilingual Automatic Summarization

      Language Education
  * Cross-media Information Access

      Text Retrieval / Question Answering by Speech

      Multimedia Data Retrieval

  * Information Access and Communication for the Handicapped and the Aged

      Closed-caption Generation

      Sign Language Translation

      Braille Transcription

 * Basic Technology for Language Barrier-free

      Natural Language Analysis

      Natural Language Generation
4. Submission
4.1  Initial Submission
Please submit one A4 size paper which describes your original and unpublished work. Abstracts that have been or will be submitted in parallel to other conferences or workshops that have proceedings are not eligible for submission.
  The submission receipt deadline is December 2, 2003.
To submit a paper, e-mail to 


sympo2004@eel.rdc.toshiba.co.jp

    with:

        (1) Submission letter including

            - title

            - key words

            - author names and affiliations 

            - address and phone number of the corresponding author

            - presentation style    a. Oral  b. Poster

                * Note that this requirement can not always be met.

       (2) Paper submission in 

             MS Word(.doc), Adobe Acrobat(.pdf), or Postscript(.ps)
The paper should begin with the title and the names and affiliations of all authors. A Double-column style is strongly recommended for the main body of the paper. The paper can include tables and figures. 
Samples files for MS Word and LaTex are available at 

 http://www.ieice.org/iss/nlc/jpn/symposium2003ce.html

An acknowledgment email will be sent to the corresponding author upon receiving each submission. The authors are advised to contact the PC Chair (either by email tatsuya.izuha@toshiba.co.jp, or by phone +81-44-549-2239) if they do not receive the acknowledgement by December 5.
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4.2  Notification of acceptance
The submitted papers of one page are reviewed for acceptance to the symposium.
Notification of acceptance will be sent via e-mail on December 23, 2003. 
4.3 Final Submission
Final manuscripts are due by February 23, 2004.
Please send final manuscripts (printed one) to the address below.
  Izuha, Tatsuya
  TOSHIBA CORPORATION

  CORPORATE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT CENTER

  1, KOMUKAI TOSHIBA-CHO, SAIWAI-KU, KAWASAKI

  212-8582, JAPAN
The page limit for final papers is eight pages. 

The formatting instructions in details will be announced later.
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